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Tho ambition of Mr. White ha undertaking thifl

jmbh.atioii Wa. to prepare an edition of Shakes-

Jm (in '" b.' re-i'l. H.' luis allowed himself, therefore,
neither ;i ilisniiisitinii upon Shakespeare's genius.
Bur .1 i ituul essay npou tbe K'i/abetban drama,

nor a nunnie discnssion of vnnotis rrudines

_-_Jt__-ib it la almost B-pei-h-O-l t<> -BJ
1h.it lie lias uiude tho various rea.liii-s tba Bab-

j, ,-t ei aa-ianta atadj. Heka- aeagfct"taanable
Hu- rei"!, i* «if K.'iin.il intelli_.ii..' tu understand.
and the: fora to enjoy, what Bl_ak-_f__-sj wrote, us

nearie I I"--,I'!.- in tin" v. rv tt.,y ni-thieu ho

tvouII liiite umbiMood ami .I'-ncd it if be

bad lifd in i.otidou i'» the taiga ->i JaaMa
1." Tlie l'lici aaa-faff tl an ai

I'ftlie t.\t. with tba aaalatanoa ol ail Ikabatcaf
«i.-..iv,i- of^Khakrspca- a -> bd.ir-l".p: I

a_ateais.nl ol wk te-verla known about the foal aad
],i, m. ',.v< apou obsolete words
obs
t -

teni!" I kia

-¦1H|1.
tl I'"-

BO U.

aide *-
"¦ ,!"'

t. it te

readings
ol

..Il- - li' sb

ad "l hi- la -k we mast

raii , i apou *.v hi,-li Mr. White
].,, | fa - l'i- I.-. .-. though it is

. it Thai wa m.i.v .. andi ratand and
, are tv mle aa nearly a- poaaible

in th,- verj way in ttliieh we ,v,nilil hut" nuder.
Mood and enjoyed it il' wa had lived lo London in
.tl,--1, ni .1 mies 1," lu has taken pain* t<> remind

.S ,,¦ .'ll 11111-1 ll lt'' ll' I' ll"l'<* "h-

vinti-, two hundred iiml tint yean ago than they
ii ct- c. the ii.;,.-ol iln--i-.-.-nt day. Shakespeare
if<-k!.---lt- m.-it-'-.l tin- language el kia own timo.
I! ji v abound in foreed inf ni ii of wi

tm .., ral construct lona, which are nol only con¬

trary to u Miora rules, hui were always wrong.

Utera in wae»no1 fashionable when he
wrote. \i"."lv .-.ii'ili"! it. I' ..; i.isa though!
waa often hut ligntly Talaed. In scorrsof In
atauce tutors hive labored ingeniously to

¦Mud till t. vt 'iiili-e.it. r ileep ti . . .!-.--

which oul) iUnstrat- tito poet, sublime .-.n--!.--

iie--. Mr. Wluie ha.-.un" appositerctnaiks npon
bis li i.]j i|> -.v ith ie-i>i ri to the 1 .: -' Fo
pulil.' ions oil its kind and peri".!: "It is a

), of entire lack of iv., rentc for their
nolle.i: v..'h ,i hesitation at disturbing the tesl
_0_ud in il:, ni "ii lie _i.mini thai it is Strange ob-

Beare "i otherwise unacceptable. Astudyof the
dial,liri lt Ul- of l'.li/illiet ll'- l'..:.e ;-

becei 'ii Ibo 'il.iii the belief tluit ainu
plat ., ii tie- greatest.of ilia* day waa

often i itfiit t«> writt something that had tl
inir-t \ il ,i possible -<-i ul timi would
run <:- Ij url 'ii- nen nud into bis t. r_e.

I gli iii, old play-books represent maiman pt*
Btol. ii nd - .¦ I. d uud iieteio-.-a..-':. nnd
qucntl. pi nted in such typographical disord

i .. ii"t the slightest elililtl M ii

ii.11i.i.i |. fi renee, the < xperiencod reader leela thal
lu- ii. .tale lit distill bing w fa
atandi itu obst mit'. its extravagant e, or even i:
tiiiiie. - ;,. -.]ie:ii,. himself maj li..¦.
II is .. e "i mind thal 81 inns! lie

read^not mil) by the professional critic bul by thc
loth.. We aro repeatedly reminded ol it,
imii!'ii iv, i*i the short foot-notes, ui well ,i- \-

j.lii-itl.v in ile tn- face; aud Mr. VI fa
iv,-. by it iu niniiii.'.i- conjectural
t-m. ¦n.,,1'

Hm ii the character'of thc Riizalietlian drama
warna ns to be cautious of meddling with the text,
the condition in which the text has comedown to
ns te ¦¦ni.i.ji -. us sonx tune- i.A

example ul luridness is given in Mr. White'
Went ,ii the much disputed pa....-_¦ ul -Hamlet,"
i., i:

.mi nf ale
snbstaui

To Iii own -' audie.
.. in-" bi .¦ -...*id*, ns it .tfien il

repi ut* '¦ ile," whatever thal may 8c Mr.
"Whit, i- i- ii uk ii lar ''lio¬

net,ol ¦* I." which tv.. - lr. >|ii. ul
ii.niiiee.i .. .-il,'-jii-t ;i- -¦ devil" ts nt, and stn

atilt ia, ] :¦¦ "1 ¦* d.-el " iu tbe Miine authority
from vt li h the limited passage is
tu icni. '¦devil" is printed - dealo.'' Tho words
¦* ni :i .!. ¦' probabl, i.j.i. teni ii (<uii| u-i tor's
Buaappri of tb wonls " ¦..' ob-
Beat dj tl. .1. Adiiltcr i- found, 11
in th.- litct ire of th. time. 1 !,.¦ li
tin- linea ult! therefor. l>e :

'lin- dram of ev il
1' ill thu noble -nil-Ian

l'i. bia "A .! -i audio.
Thi- in -'< perfectly reasonable, huth beci

111..U' i pl i-i ii-- ami ii--, na- -.

th.- -.- luighl liavii h n iran

imo tm it ii -nie w Iii. li ba-, been -I from
tba i|iiai i" of lt! »! t" our oa ii da. t 1

ii.--- "i emendation seems amplj ju lied. In
Bll'il!. ..¦ vv h. le Ml. While lui;. ;,

ii lum thc .: 11 in I i.i ii probable mittpriut, his i]
tail! dotibi is I"- disputed, lu I .i - .v.
Von I.e.. lt." L,3
Celia.lint
/,, niind So. a

lie ii *¦ .ii!ii', fal bel " a ti
niii'ii foi " I. .-iii .¦,'¦> Iniii."' Tbe mistake pinba hiv
came through a com te of <-i ror

printing "iii' es .. in !. . fathon n< \t ;)

iraaspositiiin in typo.'childe fnlhei liually a

jni.siiil.eii correct tun ol this to'chilli fiilbei
the 1'.'--.. .¦.-t I'l.l- il. Hu- 1'i.lio. | ,,t ||i(.

folio it, anil then critics will
.dbero toit; but wougrtxt with Mr VVhitetl
not ii ii.iii.i.;l answer le Celia's t| -1thal

i h i. eh he fai ora is a greal
A nu mintinn introduct 'i bi Mi

kt " K l l," iv.. I, i- i!

> lilli ll loll Vt lill U drill
j infilling like lin- presume*!

Ton ! il I'. 1 Ik - em is beta
an.I Caria, in tho Friar, cell, and it oj
tb.- I-"in. ,.i 1507!
I ' On 'I liursday, air! The time is vert
l'ui'^ Mv father. Capulet, will have it ao;

And I nu uotuiug alack to aloa ,., i.-.

g Tlie quarto of Ifi99, bowuver, has .¦

to Black." Mr. White tliiuks thal iu
Puris la mad' to -.iy whal lie should
not say, and h.- therefore reuds, "| um ,.

quirk io .slow bis baste," alack boiuK, as he con-
t»-ii.l-. :in ensv eoirupti.iii ,,i «j»a«.;.. (,'erlaiuly his
Bjtteratiou arwki-plsia tnnmet; but would it uol be
IJIlll, Rafa to iis.-iiine tl,.,) the ju-... ,. ;.,,;,.

iiianv in wini li Sh.iUespiiiie, through ii i< um] reek-
laosueas, did aol write sense f In refeienco to au-
otli.-r passage iu .¦ Sonmo and Julio'," n,,.
.?That iiui.iw.iy'n i-v. - may wink." Mi
briims forward ..md, strain-.- to say,he ls thejirst tu
.inute a) an apt illu.-tr.itiou from Ueajnni
Fleteh.-r. ^

Tb' all-oe-ng shu. t hat makes chaste virgins blush
Jolt till ee sle.lt 111-,'llts li.il ll bid lu- J'., jiil.e
t<> eoiiiiiiu Um btetpretatioa that "ni
I'llll'lilis.
The loot notes io ** B___aa _nd Jul,, t '.

.h.. stn)..
Ju. eaamplea .,i tba tiiuraiighiieaa ai -I
with w hieb Mr. White baa -Jaaharg-d thal
bis tiisl. next in unpin tain-.' to the MglllatioB «-l he
I i..inely, the t-.\|iliiinitiiiii ol tiLscin,. tvoi,|.,,

pbi.i-'-s iiiiii allusions. We do not m..in unit the
Work I- helter Uol;.- ir, t|;:s ||:,ee.lv ill.Ill ill ol i|,|
pl.iv bul there is much ol it hat.'and it co-era a
gie.ii iiit.-r-iiy ol' objects, 'i'he notes ara always
brief, hm th..v;ue iiininii.int ami aatiafyuig. The
glossiir.il e.\plii:,.,iinus are ie|»e.iteil ;i- aftfill a- Ibe
marni ;u,-.s, uni, ,s nu!,,,i the ,,i,-.ni,- ttimi occurs
tv iee in Hu- iiuim -cn,. j :.e editor's acquaintance
_ith ultMtl«U> _M_4__p ol W-pia, vviiu iuie .,, tor- j

gotten '"n-trtut ions,-with the cid technical terms
ot iii tr., profc.vi.ns aud trades, with popular phrases
and th. ir urigin, with the archaisms of the language
generally, with tbe literature and history of Shake¬

speare's time and the materials from which he freely
'
btrrowed, gives these short notes a surprising clear-
ness, precision and completeness. They are neier

pt.Untie. They really illuminate tho text. They
make tbe Riverside Shakespeare, so far as the work
of the editor goes, probably the most comfortable of
all editions to read. Tbe historical and bibliograph-
leal |tntri'dnctioiiB to each play aro emit iso ami
sensible. The brief life of tlie poet i_ a summary of

ou1, scanty knowledge on that topic ; it can hardly
b" ulled a " genial not i.e." and will add 'l.thitiu to

oar __ijii> nu ut oi tim volumes.
Ona tb___Mbc_a .prepa-iy looked after, ta the

h..-el. lineal airaiii*oiiieiit,w hicli in many editions of

8__ke-peai. is shamefully negleetadi Uutf I** tba
nniking of necessary distinetnuiH in the I'M ba ap-

propriate difference, ol t.vpc Hat play wit-IB ¦

play in " Hamlet,'" for inst.'.iic. is printed In
smaller font tlutu tho body el tha drama aa ara all

doeunscota, eta., road aloud la t_a>coaroa_l tba
: and the Matre dlreotiona ON sci in n .uv

h,iiid«t'tiif tvin> ol' th.ir own. TbO cleat ne.-, and

ly ot" tha new aad ah-urp-cat Urtter, and tba
good t.i-!" and good bbbsb exhibited In tbe make-up
of ilicp.ii.v.'iii" tv.'ith.vni* tin* i.iinoi.. pi inting house

h tl..- rolunea were manufactured. The
rori ilao is excellent lithe paper were ol

ilit* aad the sheets a little largt i

,1 praise tbe publiahera' part of thc perform-
ritbout -tint.. Bul the paper is so thin thai

! ,¦ printing shows through, and a page which
might he .1 delight t«. 11n- eye is seriously blurred,
Thc margins are mut b too narrow Indeed, the book
is really au octaro crowded into the measure of a

duodecimo; and aa the binding lm- tba common

Au.en, .tn fault of an obstinate stiff back, the roi-
nines do nol open areli cnongh to be red vt ij:
I'b. .-" tanita are et j. lent ly tlie resiill <-r a d- ¦-

tion to ki ep down Ihe bulk aud price of tin book.
lint the Riverside -hakespe; re it toa g.I for racfa
treatment.
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